
Science: 11th-15th May 

Unit 17: Magnetism p.94-98 

 If you don’t have your SESE Geography and Science book you can get free access to 

it here: https://www.cjfallon.ie/ 

Here are some fun magnet facts before we start!  
1. Many fairground rides use magnets to stop the rides. 
2. Hammering a magnet will cause it to lose its magnetic properties. 
3. Neodymium magnets (very strong natural magnets) are known to turn sharks away! 
4. Earth, Saturn, Jupiter, Neptune and Uranus are the only planets in the Solar System 

with magnetic fields.  
5. Sometimes vets use a magnet to retrieve pieces of metal from the stomach of an 

animal.  
A magnet is a solid object that has the power to attract iron and other metals. It has a 
north pole and a south pole. Opposite poles are attracted to one another. Same poles 
repel (force back) one another.  
Unfortunately, we are not in class to try out these experiments together but it’s still 
important to read this unit. We will learn about magnetic poles, how magnets work, 
magnetic fields & lots of other important information about magnets. Maybe you could 
try some of the experiments at home (under the supervision of an adult) if you have the 
materials and most importantly, if it is safe to do so. If you do try them out, please let 
me know how you got on! Or send me some pictures of your experiment! 
Read p.94-98 and discuss the questions on p.96. Please complete activities A, B, and C 
on p.98. For QC1 you could do this based on a room at home.  

 How to make your own magnet https://www.twinkl.ie/resource/create-your-own-magnet-

activity-roi-sc-117-editable  (similar to the experiment on p.95)  

 Here is a link to make your own compass: https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/12007/how-to-
make-a-compass/     Again, please be careful if you try this! This is a video about how a 
compass works: https://youtu.be/MqCiY7MAT2U  

 This is an interesting piece about Japan’s maglev trains:  
https://web-japan.org/kidsweb/hitech/maglev/ 
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