
Maths: 8th – 12th June 

Topic: 3D Shapes p.151-154 

 Don’t forget to spend a few minutes every day doing your daily mental maths Week 

36 (including problem solving and Friday Review).  

This week we will look at examining the properties of 3D shapes (faces, edges, vertices). 

We will look at the relationship between 3D and 2D shapes. I would like you to have a go 

at constructing the various shapes this week. This will help with understanding the 

properties of the shapes.  

Here are some important notes to remember:  

 3D Shapes have three dimensions: length, width and height (depth). 

 Width is also commonly known as breadth. 

 2D Shapes are flat, so they can’t be held. 

 A vertex is a corner of a 3D Shape. The plural of the word vertex is vertices.  

 The vertex at the top of a pyramid is called an apex.  

 A tetrahedron is another name for a triangular pyramid. 

 Prisms have straight sides only. They are named after the 2D Shape of their base. 

 An octahedron is formed by joining two square pyramids together. 

 A polyhedron is any 3D Shape that has flat faces and straight edges.  

 

Here are some tutorials:  

 Identify which shapes are polyhedra: 
http://data.cjfallon.ie/resources/20714/BAM6_Tutorial_100/lessons/BAM6_Tutorial_100/index.html  

 Sorting 3D shapes: (this is a very useful resource) 
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/115/sorting_3d_shapes_on_a_venn_diagram# 

 Identifying the nets of a cube: https://www.nctm.org/Classroom-

Resources/Illuminations/Interactives/Cube-Nets/ 
 There are some good activities here for becoming familiar with the properties of 3D shapes: 

https://ie.ixl.com/math/class-6 (you will find them in the DD section).  
 

P.151 Q 1-6: It’s really important to try to construct the shapes on this page. By doing so 
you will become more familiar with the properties of each of the shapes. Constructing 
each shape will also help you to answer the corresponding questions.  
 
P.152 Q 1-4: Again, you will need to try to construct the net of the octahedron in order 
to answer the questions and complete the table in Q2. 
 
P.153 Q1-5: This page deals with the nets of a cube. Make sure to have a look at the 
tutorial above to help you with these questions.  
 
 

http://data.cjfallon.ie/resources/20714/BAM6_Tutorial_100/lessons/BAM6_Tutorial_100/index.html
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/115/sorting_3d_shapes_on_a_venn_diagram
https://www.nctm.org/Classroom-Resources/Illuminations/Interactives/Cube-Nets/
https://www.nctm.org/Classroom-Resources/Illuminations/Interactives/Cube-Nets/
https://ie.ixl.com/math/class-6


P.154 Q 1-4: When doing the activities on this page it is important to remember that 
when we view a 3D shape from different angles, we see a different 2D shape or outline.  

For example, looking at a person from different angles we see: 

 
 
 
Next week we will be moving on to look at the topics of weight and capacity. We will 
begin to look at weight this week. it is important to remember that our unit of 
measurement here is grams and kilograms and that there are 1000g in 1kg. Estimating 
and comparing weights of items can be very difficult unless you try out the hands-on 
activity. We will revise the four operations (add, subtract, multiply, divide) when dealing 
with weight. We will also introduce the tonne as 1000kg.  

 P.143 Q1-3: To finish this week, I would like you to have a think about the 
questions being asked in the green box at the top of the page. Are there trick 
questions here? I would like you to discuss and answer the questions on this 
page orally. Then I would like you to look at P.144 Q1-6. Have a go at the 
estimating and weighing activity in Q1 and Q2. For Q3-5 I would like you to do 
every second sum. Then finish with Q6.  

 
Make sure you start with Mental Maths each day. Just do your best and don’t worry if 
you do not get all of the activities finished. Don’t forget to correct the answers to 
Mathemagic & Mental Maths as they appear on the blog.   

 

 

 


